
CHAPTER SIX 

The Protocols Reach Germany 

1 

IN t?e c~u;se of the Russian civil war the pogromshchiki and 
the Whtte ot:flcer~. whom they influenced built up a whole 
corpus of anttsenut1c legends and forgeries. For instance, in 
Se?tember 1919 a monarchist journal at Rostov on the Don 
pnnte.d a forged document which it falsely attributed to the 
Amencan secret service.1 The purport of the document was 
that the Bolsheviks had received a subsidy of many millions 
of dollars from the American Jewish banker Jacob Schiff on 
behalf of the New York banking house of Kuhn Loeb and Co 
~nd that this had enabled them to carry out thetr revolution. 1~ 
IS easy to see why Schiff was singled out in this way. During 
the pogroms of 1905 be really had tried to persuade the united 
States Government to exert itself on behalf of the Russian 
Jews - and that was something no pogromshchik could forgive 
B~~ some .of. the f~reign correspondents and members of th~ 
mJI.ttary mtsstons w1th the 'White' armies took this kind of stuff 
senously and ~el~ed to channel it to western Europe. Before 
long Mgr Joum m Paris was blithely reprinting the fo 
about S h 'ff · hi di · rgery 

c I m s e. hon ~f the Protocols: while for the Nazis 
the storyw~s to provtde an mexhaustibletheme for propaganda. 

Meanwhile the Protocols themselves travelled west. Some 
twenty years after the original French manuscript of th 
forg~ry had gon~ from Paris to Russia, printed copies of th: 
Russtan translatiOn came out of Russia in the b f 
'Wh 't ' R · ffi aggage o 

t e usstan o c~rs. In 1919 typewritten copies in various 
languages ~egan to Circulate among the delegates to the Peace 
Conference, they also began to appear on the desks of cabinet 

1. V Moskvu, issue No. I, 23 September 1919. 
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mmisters and civil servants in London, Paris, Rome, and 
Washington. The aim of this manoeuvre was to persuade the 
governments of the various powers to continue and intensify 
their intervention in Russia. All kinds of objections could be 
raised against intervening in a genuine civil war - but what if 
the conflict in Russia were no civil war but simply the un
folding of an international Jewish plot to subjugate the Russian 
people? Crazy as the argument may seem now, it appears to 
have had some effect on governmental policies. 

Not that all dealers in the Protocols thought in terms of high 
policy. In the summer and autumn of 1919 a mysterious 
Lithuanian, a former employee of the Okhrana, called on a 
Jewish delegation to the Peace Conference and offered to hand 
over, for £10,000, a book which could be exceedingly dangerous 
to the Jews. Needless to say no business was done; but the 
delegation saw the book, and it was a copy of the Protocols. 
And this was no isolated incident: the American Jewish Com
mittee had occasion to report, in its yearbook for 1920, how it 
had been approached by certain Russians with an offer to 
destroy, for a handsome consideration, the original manuscript 
of the Protocols. But the time for such private intrigues was 
drawing to a close. By the end of 1919 the Protocols bad begun 
their rise to world fame, thanks to the efforts of a pair of 
Russian fanatics settled in Berlin, Pyotr Nikolaevich Shabelsky
Bork and Fyodor Viktorovich Vinberg.2 

Sbabelsky-Bork was born in the Caucasus in 1893. His father 
was a rich landowner; his mother was a leading member of the 
Union of the Russian People, the editor of a Black Hundreds 
periodical in St Petersburg and the author of an antisemitic 
and anti-Masonic book called The Satanists of the Twentieth 
Century. Shabelsky-Bork himself belonged from an early age 
to the Union of the Russian People and to another similar 
organization, the Confraternity of St Michael the Archangel. 
He served as an officer in the World War and, briefly, in the 

2. On the part played by Vinberg and Sbabelsky-Bork see H. Rollin, 
L'Apocalypse de notre temps, Paris, 1939, notably pp. 153 seq., -and W. 
Laqueur, Russia and Germany, London, 1965, pp. 109 seq. 
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civil war. In September 1918 he was at Yekaterinburg, claim
ing that be had been commissioned by certain highly placed 
persons to inquire into the circumstances attending the murder 
of the imperial family.He interrogated a number of people there 
and must certainly have heard about the Tsaritsa's swastika 
and her copy of Nilus. 

Vinberg was a much older man, having been born in 1871 at 
Kiev, as the son of a general commanding a cavalry division . 
He himself became an officer, and eventually a colonel, in the 
Imperial Guard. He was a member of the Confraternity of St 
Michael the Archangel and wrote for Black Hundreds periodi
cals. In 1918 be was arrested for counter-revolutionary activi
ties and imprisoned in the fortress of St Peter and St Paul in 
Petrograd; 3 but soon he escaped or was released. He made hts 
way to the Ukraine, where he joined the 'White' propagandists 
and pogromshchiki at Kiev. The murder of the Tsaritsa and 
the discoveries made in her room at Yekaterinburg had a very 
special significance for him. When he died in France in 1927 
the obituary in the Revue internationale des societes secretes 
noted that the Tsaritsa had been honorary colonel of Vinberg's 
regiment: 'He really worshipped her, and all his writings 
against the Jews and Freemasons are permeated by this cult.'' 

Shabelsky-Bork and Vinberg both left Russia at a fairly 
early stage in the civil war. When the German troops evacuated 
the Ukraine after the armistice of November 1918 the German 
authorities provided a train for any Russian officers wishing to 
accompany them. Shabelsky-Bork and Vinberg took the 
opportunity and moved to Germany. It seems that immedi
ately on arrival, in a Germany still in the throes of defeat and 
revolution, Vinberg established contact with the man who was 
to produce the first German translation of the Protocols, 
Ludwig Muller. Muller, who liked to call himself Muller von 
Hausen and also used the pen-name Gottfried zur Beek, was a 
retired army captain and the editor of a conservative and anti
semitic monthly, Auf Vorposten (On Outpost Duty). Before 

3. St Petersburg, now Leningrad, was called Petrograd from 1914 to 1920. 
4. On the Revue internationale des soclitts secr~tes see below, p. 182. 
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November was out, this man possessed a copy of the 1911 
edition of ~ilus's book, The Great in the Small, with the Proto
cols- and he had it either from Vinberg or from some associate 
of Vinberg's. The contacts between these obscure, half-crazy, 
half-criminal characters were to have important consequences. 
Mgr Jouin, who did so much to disseminate the Prorocols in 
rrance, considered that Vinberg's activity in Germany was 'the 
starting-point for the crusade against the Judea-Masonic peril'; 
and if this was an exaggeration it had some truth in it. Cer
tainly from that moment antisemitic agitation took on a 
murderous intensity which was new in western Europe. 

In Berlin Vinberg and Shabelsky-Bork collaborated in pro
ducing a yearbook, Luch Sveta (A Ray of Light), the third 
issue of which (May 1920) contains the complete tex.t of the 
1911 edition of Nilus. The other issues are also obsessively 
concerned with the imaginary Judea-Masonic-Bolshevik con
spiracy; so is Vinberg's boo~ Krestny Put (i.e. Via dolorosa), 
which was translated into German. In all these writings Yin
berg insists that in one way or another the Jews must be got rid 
of. Of course he realizes that this cannot be done in a 
democracy, but this worries him not at all, for in his view 
democracy is a monstrous aberration - a devilish device in
vented by the Jews as a means of securing their domination. 
Vinberg accordingly demands that the natural leaders of the 
nations shall once and for all recognize the political incom
petence of the masses, turn their backs on democratic politics, 
seize power and impose their dictatorship on these 'anthropoid 
herds'. Then the time will be ripe to unite the nations in a 
common front against the world-conspiracy of the Jews. 

Meanwhile Vinberg sees one great consolation: Germany is 
relatively free from the democratic malady. 'In Germany the 
Protocols of the Elders of Zion circulate freely, and the 
workers are revising their socialist programmes at extra meet
ings .... Lectures on Jewish domination are being given every
where .. .'11 And it is Germany's enemies, England and France, 
that constitute the stronghold of the Elders. Already in the 

S. F. V. Vinberg, Krestny Pur, Munich, 1922 edition, p. 246. 
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.. Quand meme!" 

Figure 2. Frontispiece from the yearbook Luch Sveta, in 
which the Protocols appeared for the first time outside Russia. 
Here the task of illuminating the dark conspiracy of the Elders 

is shown as a religious mission. 

eighteenth century England, at the behest of the Elders, paid 
such men as Rousseau, Voltaire, and the Encyclopedists to 
undermine France; more recently she paid Tolstoy and Gorky 
to undermine Russia. The French Revolution was planned by 
the Elders and so were the Russian and German revolutions of 
1917-18. 

The link. connecting the Gennan and Russian revolutions consists 
in the fact that the two coups d'etat were artificially provoked by 
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means of the world-wide ... network of Judeo-Masonic organiza
tions. In these organizations, low-grade Freemasonry plays the part 
of a blind weapon of the notorious ... AJiiance lsra~Jite Univer
'clle, that secret council of the Elders of the People of Israel ... 6 

Moreover not only the revolutions but the World War itself 
was the work of the Elders, operating through British and 
I· rench foreign policy. The Kaiser and the Tsar did their best 
to avoid war but they were no match for the Elders. The only 
remedy now lies in an alliance of the true Germany and the 
true Russia- meaning a Germany and a Russia under dictator
ships of the Right. Such an alliance may yet challenge and 
overthrow the Judea-Masonic conspiracy and its French and 
British puppets. There must be a new slogan: 'Germany and 
Russia above everything! above everything in the world!' 'In 
this way,' comments Vinberg, 'the two peoples will realize 
their dream, magnanimous and beneficent but hitherto un
realizable, of peace in the world .. .'1 

As a political programme Vinberg's utterances cannot be 
taken seriously. Among the Russian emigres only a minority 
even of the right-wing extremists was willing to call on German 
help to restore the tsarist regime, while among German right
wingers only a few- such as Ludendorff- were so unrealistic 
11 to contemplate such a restoration. On the other hand Vin
hcrg was absolutely right in thinking that the Protocols would 
have a greater appeal in Germany than in any other country. 
lie knew, of course, that ever since the emergence of anti
aemitism as a political force, around 1870, it had been far 
11tronger and more widespread in Germany than in England or 
l•rance. But this was not all: as soon as it became apparent 
tha t Germany was going to lose the war, those who had led 
the country to disaster hastened to throw the blame upon the 
Jews, who were held responsible both for the war itself and for 
•ermany's failure to win it. 

Already in January 1918 the right-wing monthly Deutsch-

6. Luch Sveta, Berlin, 1919, Vol. I, p. SO. 
7. F. V. Vinberg, op. cit., p. 49. 
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lands Erneuerung (Germany's Renewal) produced a variation 
on The Rabbi's Speech, adapted to the needs of the moment. 
In 1913, it declared, an international group of Jewish bankers 
met in Paris and decided that the time had come for high 
finance to oust kings and emperors and openly impose its 
authority upon the whole world; what had hitherto been secret 
control must now become avowed dictatorship. These were 
the men who had plunged the world into war. They had also 
seen to it that 'all-Jewish agitators' should undermine Ger
many to such an extent that foreign powers felt free to attack 
her, in the certain knowledge that war would plunge her into 
revolution . This idea quickly caught on in right-wing circles. 
As, during the last desperate months of the war, strikes spread 
in Germany and Austria, leaflets were distributed stating that 
'American, English, and Russian Jews have raised 1,500 
million marks . .. to incite Germans against Germans, brothers 
against brothers'. In August 1918, when the German Army 
was in full retreat on the western front , Prince Dr Otto zu 
Salm-Horstmar - who in due course was to become a very 
active sponsor of the Protocols - explained that Germany was 
losing the war because the democratic philosophy was under
mining the aristocratic philosophy which was natural to Gee
mans; and this democratic philosophy found its strongest sup
port in the international Jewish race, operating through the 
Masonic lodges. For good measure he added that Lenin was a 
Jew and belonged to a Masonic lodge in Paris, to which 
Trotsky also belonged. All this the prince said in a formal speech 
in the upper house of the Prussian Diet. 

In the very moment of Germany's final defeat the periodical 
Auf Vorposten was ready with its explanation: 

The blue and white flag of the Jewish people and the blood-red 
banner of the Scottish high-grade8 have won for the present! The 
thrones of the Romanovs, the Habsburgs and Hohenzollerns ... 
are deserted, and Germany groans under the tyranny of the workers' 
and soldiers' councils. • 

8. i.e. 'the old and accepted Scottish rite', see above, p. 54. 
9. Auf Jlorposten for 1918, Heft 4-6, p. 82. 
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And early in 1919, as the German population tasted the full 
bitterness of defeat, whole books began to appear in which 
the war and its outcome were explained in this way. Two par
ticularly influential works were Judas Sclwldbuch, eine 
deutsche Abrechnung (Accounts to be Settled by Germany 
with the Jews), which appeared over the pseudonym 'Wilhelm 
Meister',1o and Weltfreimaurerei, Weltrevolution. W eltre
publik, eine Untersuchung iiber Ursprung und Endziele des 
W eltkrieges (World Freemasonry, World Revolution, World 
Republic, an investigation into the origin and final aims of 
the World War), by Dr F. Wichtl- both of them published in 
Munich, where Adolf Hitler was just beginning his political 
career. Their object is stated with remarkable naivete by Wicbtl 
himself: 'to convince the reader that it is not we Germans 
who are to blame for all the horrible bloodshed' but the 
Judeo-Masonic world-conspiracy, 'the invisible master of all 
peoples and states'.11 It is of course taken for granted ~~at 
Russia is firmly in the hands of that power - but the Bnush 
Empire is no less so. Englishmen and Jews together plotted 
the war as a means to world-domination; the Entente was 
organized by Jews from their stronghold in the City of London, 
and so of course was the pacifist propaganda that undermined 
G ermany. And if Trotsky is the agent both of Jewish high 
finance and of the rabbinate, the Jewish monarch who was 
about to be established as world-ruler is none other than King 
George V. A country where such stuff could enjoy big sales 
(between them these two books sold some 50,000 copies within 
a year) was indeed ready for the Protocols. 

But the Protocols hung fire. It had been intended to publish 
them simultaneously in Germany and in Britain, with appro
priately varied commentaries - only it proved no easy matter 
to find them a British publisher. Publication in Germany was 

10. 'Wilhelm Meister' was really Paul Bang, the economic expert of ~he 
Deutschnationale Volkspartei, the successor to the pre-1918 Conservauve 
party of Prussia. 

11. F. Wicht!, Weltfreimaurerei, Weltre~olution, Weltrepublik, ninth 
edition, Munich, 1922, p. 268. 

145 



'l 

.II 

WARRANT FOR GENOCIDE 

accordingly delayed until the beginning of 1920; but mean
while there were many hints of joys to come. In April 1919 old 
;rne~dor Fritsch, 'the Nestor of German antisemitism', printed 
m h1s Hammer a prophecy which a Jewish revolutionary was 
supposed to have made in Paris in 1895, i.e. about the time of 
origin of the Protocols: 'In about thirty years Germany will be 
involved in a great war, which it wiU be bound to lose. Then 
on the ruins of the German Empire we shall build our empire, 
as Jehovah promised us, with a second Solomon as king.' 
Fritsch, one feels, must have been reading a copy of the Proto· 
cols (soon he was to produce an edition of them, at great 
profit to himself). Also in April 1919 Vinberg in Luch Sveta 
talked of a German edition as being imminent; and in the 
same month Auf Vorposten carried an advertisement which 
remains a most significant document: 

In Germany the reports of the Elders of Zion were known before 
the \~ar only in Jewish and Masonic circles. World history would 
certamly have followed another course if the princes of Europe bad 
known the Secrets of the Elders of Zion early enough and had 
drawn the right conclusions from them ... 

In vie~ of the softness shown by the peoples of central Europe, 
and particularly by the Germans, in their handling of the Jewish 
q~estion, any revelation of Jewish aims would probably have been 
rejected before the war with an incredulous smile. Even during the 
world war only a few realized that some great plan must exist for 
the destruction of Germany; those who were initiated knew that 
the Freemasons and Jews had prepared this plan decades in ad
vance, in order to overthrow the princely houses of Europe and 
th.en launch a. struggle against the Church. . . . Let an impartial 
tnbunal exarrune who is to blame for the war! We summon the 
leaders of international Freemasonry, the Jewish world-alliances 
and all the chief rabbis to appear before it.l2 

This much at least was true: people who before the war 
would h~ve laughed the Protocols to scorn were ready to take 
~hem se:wusly now. The development which bad taken place 
m Russta after the October revolution was about to be re
peated, on an infinitely vaster scale, in Germany. Once more 

12. Auf Vorposten for 1919, Hen 4-6, pp. 78-80. 
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defeated and ruined men were to invoke this ridiculous fake 
to explain their misfortunes and excuse their failures . Above 
all a handful of political adventurers were to use it as a device 
for capturing influence, privilege, and power - and in this some 
of them were to succeed far beyond the dreams of any Black 
Hundred pogromshchik. 

A good deal is known about the promotion of the first Ger
man edition of the Protocols. The book was published in mid
January, 1920, under the title Die Geheimnisse der Weisen 
von Zion (The Secrets of the Elders of Zion). The publisher 
was the same organization as published Auf Vorposten - the 
Verband gegen Ueberhebung des Judentums (Association 
against the Presumption of the Jews), which had been founded 
in 1912 or 1913 for the purpose of 'enlightening the spiritual, 
social and economic elite of the people'. The editor was the 
founder of that organization - the same Ludwig MUller_ alias 
Muller von Hausen, alias Gottfried zur Beek, to whom the 
copy of Nilus had. been passed in November 1918. Though the 
book quickly became a best-seller it started by being heavily 
subsidized - and we know from what quarters. The upper 
housl! of the Prussian Diet might have been abolished under 
the new constitution but its conservative wing still functioned 
as an entity. notably by subscribing funds to various organiza
tions which aimed at discrediting the republic and restoring 
the monarchy. Prince Dr Otto zu Salm-Horstmar raised money 
for the Protocols from this source. It seems certain moreover 
that members of the deposed Hohenzollern family also con
tributed; at any rate, when this charge was brought the usuatly 
vociferous Auf Vorposten remained prudently silent. 

The Hohenzollerns certainly had cause to be pleased with 
the book: it carried a dedication 'To the Princes of Europe' 
and a portrait of their illustrious ancestor, the 'great Elector', 
with the motto: 'May an avenger arise some day from our 
bones.' No wonder Prince Joachim Albrecht of Prussia made 
a practice of handing out copies of the book to the staff of the 
hotels and restaurants he frequented. As for the exiled Kaiser, 
when Lady Norah Bentinck visited him in the summer of 1921 
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Figure 3. Title-page of the first non-Russian version of the 
Protocols. The tusked boar was the emblem of the German 

antisemitic society which published this edition. 

148 

THE 'PROTOCOLS ' R EAC H GERMANY 

she found him utterly convinced that his fall was due to the 
Elders.13 To Germany's great war-hero, General Ludendorff, 
the Protocols also came as a revelation - and one which he re
fused to reject even after Tlte Times had proved its spurious
ness. 'The supreme government of the Jewish people', he wrote 
in 1922, 'was working hand in hand with France and England. 
Perhaps it was leading them both.'14 And he reflected: 

Several publications have recently appeared which throw more 
tight on the position of the Jewish people. The German people, but 
also the other peoples of the earth, have every reason to make a 
thorough study of the historical development of the Jewish people, 
its organizations, its methods of fighting and its plans. One suspects 
that in many instances we shall arrive at another version of world 
history.13 

Ludendorff's need for a scapegoat was of course great, for 
by recommending the most ruthless submarine warfare he had 
done as much as anyone to bring the United States into the war 
against Germany.' 

If Ludendorff and the Kaiser were perhaps genuinely de
ceived, the professional politician Count Ernst zu Reventlow 
knew perfectly well what he was doing. This Prussian aristo
crat, who was a leading member of the vmkisch 16 bloc in the 
Reichstag and was in due course to become a Nazi, was wholly 
committed to propagating the Protocols. He did so in Auf 
Vorposten, in his own newspaper Der R eichswart (The 
Guardian of the Reich) and also in newspapers with mass cir
culations, such 'as the Deutsches Tageblall; and when The 
Times produced its revelation he defended the authenticity of 
the Protocols more vigorously than ever: 

13. Lady Norah Bentinck, The Ex-Kaiser in Cxile, London, 1921, pp. 
99-108. 

14. E. Ludendorff, Kriegfiihrung und Politik, second edition, Berlin, 
1922, p. s I. 

I S. ibid., p. 322, footnote. 
16. Extreme nationalists who were more radical and 'popular' than the 

German National People's party, and frankly racist and antisemitic in 
outlook. 
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The revelations of The Times cannot touch, let alone destroy, 
the genuineness of the Protocols. On the contrary, these revelations 
throw a most interesting and valuable light on Jewish manoeuvres 
. .. Let people in Germany draw the practical conclusion and see 
to it that the book, which is already widely distributed, is dis
tributed as widely as ever possible!17 

Thus Count Reventlow - who, as we shall see, beHeved not a 
word of it.18 

Amid the chorus of praise the voice of the Association 
against the Presumption of the Jews sounded loud and cJear. 
These enterprising publishers did not talk merely of politics, 
of such things as wars and revolutions - in their publicity, as 
later in Nazi propaganda, the unmasking of the Judeo-Masonic 
conspiracy is presented as a turn ing-point in the spiritual 
history of ma nkind. According to A uf Vorposten the new book 
revea led a plot 

to destroy Christianity and other forms of belief in God and to 
establish the Mosaic-Talmudic fai th as the religion of the world. 
The great struggle, which far-sighted men foretold decades ago, bas 
now begun. If the civilized peoples of Europe do not now rouse 
themselves for the struggle against the common enemy our civil
ization will be destroyed by the same disruptive fungus as was 
the civilization of antiquity two thousand years ago . . . . A few 
days ago a Berlin professor told us that this book will surely bring 
salvation to our people, and a south G erman scholar wrote to say 
that no book has ever provoked such a revolution in people's 
world-view as docs the work of Gottfried zur Beck - not since the 
invention of printing, nay, since the discovery of the alphabet 
From all levels of the German population, from the courts of 
princes to the workers' cottages, there come to us messages of 
rejoicing and approval that at last a brave man has solved the 
question on which the destiny of the German people depends.19 

Publishers' blurbs admittedly tend to exaggerate - but the 
popular reception accorded to the MUller von Hausen (or 

17. In Deutsches Togeb/au, issue for 23 August 1921. 
18. See below, p. 155. · 
19. Auf Vorposten, for 1920, Heft 1-2, pp. 35-7. 
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Gottfried zur Beek) edition of the Protocols really was extra
ordinary. It was reprinted twice within a month of public~tion 
and another three times before the end of 1920; sales qwckly 
reached 120,000 copies. And the book certainly did much to 
foster the Nazi madness, already under the democratic an_d 
liberal regime of the Weimar Republic. This, for instance, ts 
what a Jewish observer found in the early 1920s: 

In Berlin I attended several meetings which were entirely de
voted to the Protocols. The speaker was usually a professor, a 
teacher, an editor, a lawyer, or someone of that kind. T he audience 
consisted of members of the educated class, civil servants, trades
men, former officers, ladies, above all students, students of all 
faculties and years of seniority ... . Passions were whipped up to 
boiling-point. There, before one, in the flesh, was the cause of all 
ills - those who had made the war and brought about the defeat 
and engineered the revolution, those who bad conjured up all our 
suffering. This enemy was quite close by, he could be caught by our 
hands, and yet be was the enemy who slunk about in the dar~ness, 
one shuddered to think what secret designs he was harbounng. 

I observed the students. A few hours earlier they bad perhaps 
been exerting all their mental energy in a seminar under the 
guidance of a world-famous scholar in an effort to solve some legal 
or philosophical or mathematical problem. Now young blood was 
boiling, eyes flashed, fists clenched, hoarse voices roared applause 
or vengeance. Sometimes a speech from the floor was permitted; 
whoever dared to express a slight doubt was shouted down, often 
insulted and threatened. If I had been recognized as a Jew, I doubt 
whether I would have got away without physical injury. But 
German scholarShip allowed belief in the genuineness of the 
Protocols and in the existence of a Jewish world-conspiracy to 
penetrate ever more deeply into all the educated sections of the 
German population, so that now2o it is simply ineradicable. Here 
and there a serious Christian newspaper expressed slight doubts, 
raised mild and timid objections, but that was all None of the 
great German scholars (save for the late lamented Strack) rose to 
unmask the forgery . . . 21 

This account is confirmed by others from the same period -

20. i.e. in 1924. 
21. B. Segel, Die Protokolle der Weisen von Zion, pp. 37-8. 
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and all agree that the Protocols were predominantly a middle
class preoccupation. The Social-Democratic newspapers were 
staunch in denouncing them, whereas the bulk of the 'bour
geois' press remained at best non-committal. And the most 
zealous students of the Protocols were to be found not among 
the industrial workers, whether skilled or unskilled, but in the 
professional classes. Fonner officers were particularly addicted 
to them - but they also circulated in institutes of technology, 
often with the approval of the staff, and helped to form the 
outlook of students who later occupied positions at all levels 
of industry, including the highest. (Incidentally Tecbow, the 
murderer of Rathenau, bad been through an institute of tech
nology.)22 No doubt the most enthusiastic believers were those 
who subscribed to the racialist and volkisch outlook - at which 
we shall be glancing later - but on the other hand even the 
most orthodox Protestantism was no sure protection. Anti
semitic propagandists began to put it about that the authen
ticity of the Protocols was guaranteed by the British Museum, 
on the grounds that a copy of Nilus's book is to be found in 
the great library; and that was enough to convince even the 
most staid and respectable journals of the Lutheran Church. 

The appetite of this wide, mainly middle-class public might 
fluctuate, but it never died away. By the time Hitler came to 
power in 1933, thirty-three editions of zur Beek's translation 
had been published. MeanwhiJe a popular edition bad been 
issued by the pubHsbing house Der Hammer at Leipzig, over 
the name of Theodor Fritsch; and by 1933 this had sold nearly 
100,000 copies. Moreover these editions were accompanied by 
a stream of works elaborating and justifying the Protocols. The 
German translation of the book on the subject sponsored by 
Henry Ford, The International Jew, ran through six editions 
between 1920 and 1922. By 1923 the official 'philosopher' of 
the Nazi Party, Alfred Rosenberg, produced a volume entitled 
Die Protokolle der Weisen von Zion und die jiidische Welt
politik (The Protocols of the Elders of Zion and Jewish World 
Policy), and this too ran through three editions within a year. 

22. See below, pp. 161-2. 
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Already in the 1920s, then, Germany must have contained 
hundreds of thousands of copies of the Protocols and of com
mentaries on them. 

All this was part of an antisemitic propaganda drive which 
was far more intensive than anything known before the war. 
Within a year of the armistice there existed six organizations 
dedicated to disseminating such propaganda - two in Berlin, 
three in Hamburg, one in Leipzig- and at least a dozen news
papers and periodicals 23 - this at a time when Hitler and his 
future party had not even begun to emerge from obscurity. 
Thanks to these organizations and journals, the Protocols did 
not stand alone but were constantly reinforced by other 
forgeries and fables concerning the Judeo-Masonic-Communist 
world-conspiracy. Already in 1919 there appeared two edi
tions of The Rabbi's Speech, apart from the variants on it 
contained in the book of 'Wilhelm Meister'. The Zunder docu
ment, after playing its part in provoking pogroms in Russia, 
penetrated into Germany; it appeared in the newspaper of 
the Russian right-wingers Prizyv (The Call), in February 
1920 and was at once translated and republished by Auf 
Vorposten and similar journals. In the same month that ancient 
work, Osman-Bey's World Conquest by the Jews, was re
printed. And another rich mine was provided by the long intro
duction and postscript with which Miiller von Hausen orna
mented his edition of the Protocols. 

Even to one hardened by much wandering in these terri
tories it comes as •something of a shock to realize just what is 
contained in this book which was taken seriously by innumer
able professors and schoolmasters, businessmen and indus-

23. Antisemitic organizations active at the beginning of 1920: Verband 
aegen die Ueberhebung des Judentums (Berlin), Ausschuss fUr Volks
aufkiArung (Berlin), Deutsch-volkischer Bund (Hamburg), Deutsche 
Erneuerungsgemeinde (Leipzig), Deutsch-volk.ischer Schutz- und Trutz
bund (Hamburg), Reichsbammerbund (Hamburg). Antisemitic news
pape~ and periodicals: Deutsche Z eitung, Deutsche Tageszeitung, Tiigliche 
Rundschau, Deutsches Wochenblatt, Miinchener Beobachter, Deutscher 
Jlolksrat, Der Aufrechte, Der deutsche Landtag, Die Tradition, Auf Vorposten, 
Die deutsche Erneuerung. 
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trialists, army officers and civil servants. For even the Protocols 
are l~ss bizarre than the editorial appendages. These include, 
f_or m~tance, the cartoon 'The Kaiser's Dream', first pub
lished m the English weekly Truth in 1890. This satirical com
ment on. ~e Kaiser's ambitions and their probable conse
~uences IS mterpreted as a Judea-Masonic production reveal
lOg the secret (!) plan to overthrow the European monarchies; 
after all, was not the editor of Truth , Henry Labouchere, 
a Freemason and what is more a member of the Reform Club? 
~ually remarkable is a fantasy which Muller von Hausen 
lifted from Prizyv: a black mass had just been celebrated in 
the Kremlin, where Trotsky and his associates prayed to 
Satan for help in defeating their enemies; this sacrilegious affair 
was revealed by a guard, who was thereupon murdered on 
Trot~ky's orders. This stuff, and much more of the same 
quality, became the stock-in-trade of antisemitic propagandists. 

The apex of absurdity was reached in a fabrication called 
D~e siegreiche ~eltanschauung (Neo-Machiavellismus) und 
WIT luden (The Vt~torious W orld-view (Neo-Machiavellianism) 
and W e Jews), wh1ch was published within a few weeks of the 
Protocols o:er the unbelievable name of Dr Siegfried Pentha
Tull . In th1s pamphlet the author, who is supposed to be a 
Jew, publicly rejoices over the success of the plan outlined in 
the Protocols - presumably forgetting that the plan itself was 
supposed to be secret. It did not take long to trace the care
les~ Pentha:Tull. Just at that time the newspaper Deutsche 
Zellung, which was the organ of the German National People's 
party (formerly the Conservatives), was publishing a serial 
novelette with a Jewish viUain called Pentha-Tull; and novel
ette and f?rge:r were in fact by the same person, a well
known anttsenute called Hans Schliepmann. But this did not 
preven~ the same newspaper from expressing its horror at the 
rev~latlons of the imaginary Pentha-Tull. His book, it ex
clauned, 'makes one's blood freeze in one's veins'. And it 
formulated an urgent demand: 

A unite~ Chri~tian phalanx must be formed against the fearful 
dangers w1th which the Jews are threatening not only the churches 
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but the whole German people. It is nece sary to speak frankly, if 
we are not to perish miserably. The people can be pulled from the 
morass ... only by an energetic struggle against the poisoners 
of the people; only thus can we extricate ourselves from their 
deadly clutch .2~ 

Nobody was more vocal on the subject of Pentha-Tull than 
that indefatigable propagator of the Protocols, Count Ernst 
zu Reventlow. In May 1920 he devoted whole articles in the 
Deutsche Zeitung to arguing that the authenticity of the Pro
tocols was proved beyond all doubt by Pentha-Tull and the 
Zunder document; and he did this without himself believing 
it for a moment. Although one knows that a great deal of 
antisemitic propaganda consists of deliberate lying, it is rare 
to find one of the liars admitting as much in writing. Revent
low provides one of the exceptions. In 1940 one of the pro
paganda offices of the Third Reich thought of resuscitating 
Pentha-Tull and addressed an inquiry to Reventlow, who was 
still a member of the Reichstag. The Freyenwald Collection at 
the Wiener Library contains his reply: 'When I read the 
pamphlet by "Pentha-Tull" I was clear that it was a pretty 
clumsy hoax . Nevertheless in public I called it genuine, because 
this seemed to me to answer the purpose best at that time ... 
Heil Hitlerl 2~ And we know the purpose for which Reventlow 
did this particular piece of lying. The elections for the first 
republican Reichstag were due in June 1920. To present the 
new Republic as a creation of the Elders of Zion was one 
way of winning vptes for the anti-democratic Right. 

2 

The Protocols did much to provoke two political assassina
tions which occurred in Berlin in 1922. 

On his arrival in Berlin Shabelsky-Bork, the friend and 

24. Deutsche Zeitung, issue for 31 August 1920. 
25. A copy of Reventlow's letter, which was dated S March 1940 and 

was addressed to the Weltdienst, is in the FreyenwaJd Collection, file 
'Peotha-TuU'. 
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collaborator of Vinberg and a very active propagator of the 
Protocols, founded an organization modelled on the Black 
Hundreds and trained in terrorism. Its major undertaking was 
carried out on 28 March 1922. A meeting of Russian emigres 
was being held in the Berlin Philharmonia, in aid of the victims 
of famine in the Soviet Union. The chairman of the meeting 
was Pavel Nikolaevich Milyukov, the eminent historian and 
the leader of the Constitutional Democrats (Cadets). Milyukov 
had himself had to flee from Russia to escape being im
prisoned or executed by the Bolsheviks; indeed just like Via
berg and Shabelsky-Bork, he had had to attach himself to the 
German troops withdrawing from the Ukraine. That did not 
prevent these fanatics from planning his assassination. Shabel
sky-Bork and his band suddenly burst into the Philharmonia 
and opened fire on the platform - missing Milyukov, who 
threw himself on his face, but killing Vladimir Nabokov (the 
father of the novelist). For this murder Shabelsky-Bork was 
sentenced to fourteen years' hard labour. He was released long 
before his term was up; and when the Nazis came to power he 
received a regular pension from Rosenberg's office and, al
ready in 1933, was allowed to collaborate in founding a Russian 
'Nazi' movement. It was an appropriate reward, for in trying to 
kill Milyukov, Shabelsky-Bork was acting according to the 
doctrine of his master Vinberg - who indeed was also impli
cated in the murder and had to leave Germany as a result. 
And Vinberg saw in Milyukov the secret, but entirely conscious, 
agent of the Bolsheviks, who were themselves agents of the 
Elders of Zion. 

This affair was followed within a few months by an assas
sination, this time by right-wing Germans, which echoed 
through Europe. In June 1922 a handful of young fanatics 
murdered Walther Rathenau, the German Minister for 
Foreign Affairs. And they did so in the conviction not simply 
that he was acting for the Elders but that he himself was one 
of the Elders. 

Ratbenau was a man of extraordinary abilities, who made 
his mark in the applied sciences, in engineering, in philosophy, 
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in political and economic theory, in addition to being one of 
Germany's greatest industrialists, an outstanding administra
tor, a remarkable Foreign Minister. His services to Germany 
were great. At the very beginning of the war he recognized the 
mortal threat represented by the British blockade. To counter 
it he built up, in an amazingly short time, a huge organization 
for administering raw materials - which did in fact enable 
Germany to hold out with raw materials right through the war. 
After the war he worked tirelessly to overcome Germany's 
isolation and to secure a lightening of the burden of repara
tions; at the same time he strove to unite the nations of Europe, 
still bitterly divided by the experience of the war, in a collective 
effort at reconstruction. In April 1922, as Foreign Minister, he 
signed the Rapallo Treaty with the Soviet Union, by which 
both sides renounced aU claims arising from the war. 

Rathenau was a fervent patriot, but his patriotism was that 
of a civilized and liberal European and had nothing to do with 
chauvinism. Also, be was a Jew. Right-wing fanatics accord
ingly viewed him with a hatred which became more and more 
intense as his political status increased. By 1921 the press of 
the volkisch bloc and of the young Nazi party was represent
ing this great idealist as a Satanic being. 'You spread around 
you hellish justice, hellish practices, hellish morality,' wrote 
the Deutsch-volkische Blatter; while the Nazi V olkischer 
Beobachter complained: 

How long before )Ye have a Walter I of the dynasty of Abraham, 
Joseph, Rathenau? The day is coming when the wheel of world 
history will be put into reverse, to roll over many a corpse, of the 
great financier and his accomplices.2a 

At the same time Theodor Fritsch in the Hammer presented 
Rathenau as the man behind Bolshevism even inside Russia. 
In 1922 the attacks became more scurrilous still. It was said 
that in instituting the control of raw materials during the war 
Rathenau had deliberately organized the starvation of the 

26. Both quoted in C. V. Zeitung (i.e. the weekly of the Cenlrai-Verein 
deutscher StaatsbUrger jiidjschen Glaubens), issue for 20 June 1921, Vol. L 
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German people. As for his appointment as Foreign Minister, 
that had been secured by presenting the Chancellor with an 
ultimatum threatening to 'sacrifice the German people to 
Jewish world-power' . And for months before the assassina
tion speeches were being made calling in effect for just such a 
deed. 

In this campaign the Protocols were of course invoked con
stantly, but that was not all - two particular stories were put 
about which linked Rathenau peculiarly closely with the 
Elders of Zion. One of these was a weird invention which 
Muller von Hausen put into his edition of the Protocols. 
Emil Rathenau, the father of the statesman, had once bought 
and largely reconstructed a house in Berlin; and one of the 
additions he made was a frieze running round the outside of 
the building. In reality this frieze consisted of masks with floral 
decorations, repeated sixty-six times. To the hallucinated gaze 
of the editor of the Protocols, however, it represented sixty
six crowned heads, cut off and resting on sbtty-six dishes for 
receiving sacrificial blood. And who could doubt that in this 
design the secret of the German and Russian revolutions was 
symbolically expressed? Had not Emil Rathenau been one of 
the Kaiser's most trusted counsellors? 'How often', lamented 
Muller, 'may our unsuspecting Emperor have crossed the 
threshold of this house, little suspecting what kindly wishes 
for the future of the House of Hohenzollern were cherished 
by the man whom he called his friend?'27. 2s 

Like father, like son. Years earlier Walther Rathenau had 
written a sentence which was to have a long and inglorious 
history. In the Neue freie Presse for Christmas Day 1909 
there appeared an article by him which was reprinted in his 

27. MUller von Hausen seems to have borrowed the idea from a pamphlet 
called V~rsaill~s Visions, published in 1919. The author was a dismissed 
schoolteacher called Leisner, who under the pseudonym of Ellegaard 
Ell~~bek preached a peculiar mixture of occultism, astrology, and sun
rehg•on - and who incidentally was taken seriously not only by Alfred 
Rosenberg but also io certain quite respectable conservative circles. 

28. G. zur Beek, Die Geheimnisse der Weisen von Zion, Berlin-charlot
teoburg 1919 (really 1920), p. 199. 
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book Zur Kritik der Zeit (A Critique of the Age) in 1922. It 
dealt with economic affairs and contained the following ob
servation: 'Three hundred men, all of whom know one 
another, guide the economic destinies of the Continent and seek 
their successors among their followers.' There is no mention 
whatsoever of Jews; and the context shows what Rathenau 
intended - which was to deplore the fact that at that time the 
leading positions in finance and industry were largely the pre
serve of a hereditary oligarchy. It seems to have been Luden
dorff who first suggested that the 300 men were in fact the 
secret Jewish government.29 The suggestion was snatched up by 
the professional antisemites, and they were quick to draw 
the obvious conclusion: if Rathenau knew the number of the 
E lders, that could only mean that he was one of them. Nothing 
m ore was required to complete the transformation of the 
Foreign Minister into a super-criminal. 

The name of the main culprit of the enslavement of our economy 
is Ratbenau .... Dominion over the productive labour of all the 
peoples of the earth is passing more and more into the hands of 
those 300 men who, according to an unnoticed remark of 
Rathenau's, guide the history of the world, all know one another, 
and of whom be is one .... Many innocent contemporaries still 
do not recognize the preconcerted operations of these 300 men, 
who almost without exception belong to the Jewish race ... so 

Alfred Rosenberg, in his pamphlet Plague in Russia, stated 
that Ratbenau and his like were 'long since ripe for prison and 
gallows'. Count zu Reventlow lamented that such a man should 
still be alive and in excellent health; and his article was re
printed in many newspapers a fortnight before the murder. 

R athenau bad frequently been threatened with assassination, 
but bad always refused police protection. He was murdered as 
he was taking his usual drive from his house to the Foreign 
M inistry, on the morning of 24 June 1922. The killers were 
quite young men who belonged to various groups of the 

29. E. Ludeodorff, op. cit., p. 51, footnote. 
30. Reichsbote, quoted in Miueilungen aus dem Verein zur Abwehr des 

Antlsemitismus, issue for 12 January 1922, p. 3. 

159 



WARRANT FOP. GENOCIDE 

extreme Right, such as the Deutsch-volkischer Schutz and Trutz 
bund (Defensive and Offensive Alliance) and the Ehrhardt 
Naval Brigade; several of them had taken part in the first 
attempt by the Right to overthrow the Republic, the K app 
putsch of 1920. They were grouped in an organization known 
as 'Organization Consul' which, like the young Nazi party, was 
based on Munich. This body was dedicated to terrorism and 
'Shoot down Walther Rathenau, the God-accursed Jewish sow', 
is a fair sample of the kind of thing these young people sang 
about the streets. 

The imagination of the assassins was steeped in the Proto
cols and the lore which had gathered around them. The man 
who planned the murder, Willy Gunther, admitted this quite 
frankly during his preliminary interrogation. The reason why 
Rathenau had to be killed, he said, was that according to 
Ludendortf he was the one man in Germany who knew the 
membership of the secret Jewish government, which had 
~us~d the war. The same picture emerged at the trial at Leip
Zig, m October 1922, of the driver of the car from which 
Ratbenau was shot (of the two who had done the actual killing, 
one was shot by the police and another shot himself to avoid 
capture).3 1 This is how the accused, Ernst Techow, described 
the plot as it had been propounded by its originator the dead 
Erwin Kern: ' 

Kern said that be proposed to murder Minister Rathenau. And 
that I must bind myself to help him, whether I wanted to or not. 
Othe~ise be would be prepared to carry the job out alone. And 
that 1t was all one to him what the consequences might be. At the 
sa~e. time he gave various reasons which in his opinion were 
declSJve although that was not my view. He said ... that Rathenau 
bad very close and intimate relations with Bolshevik Russia so 

' 
31 . The account g~ven by one of the plotters, Ernst von Salomon, in 

Die Ge4ch_teten, Berlin, 1935, makes no mention of the Protocols or the 
secret Jew1sh government, and in his famous post-war book Der Frage
bogm von Ernst von Salomon, Hamburg, 1951 , lle even denies that Ratlle
nau's ~ewishness had anything to do with the murder. But even if some of 
those mvolved saw the assassination in other terms, Techow's eviden~ 
sta.ods. 
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that he had even married off his sister to the Communist Radek. 
Finally he said that Rathenau had himself confessed, and boasted, 

that he was one of the three hundred Elders of Zion, whose purpose 
and aim was to bring the whole world under Jewish influence, as 
the example of Bolshevist Russia already showed , where at first all 
factories, etc., were made public property. Then at the suggestion 
and command of the Jew Lenin, Jewish capital was brought in 
from abroad, to bring the factories into operation again, and so 
in this way the whole of Russian national property was now in 
Jewish hands ... 

The President o f the Court: You say that Rathenau had close 
relations with the Bolshevist Radek, so that he even married his 
sister ofi to him. 

Teclww: That is supposed to be the fact. 1 don't know. 
President: To my knowledge Rathenau has only one sister, who 

is married to a Dr Andreae in Berlin. 
Teclw w: 1 don't know. 
President: How could this great industrialist come to have such 

relations with the Russian refugee and Communist Radek? Does it 
seem likely to you ? 

T echo w: No, it was simply a conjecture, which Kern gave as if it 
was a fact. So I had to suppose it was right 

President: To continue: Rathenau is supposed to have confessed 
that he was himself one of the three hundred Elders of Zion. The 
three hundred Elders of Zion come from a pamphlet. Have you 
read it ? 

T eclww: Yes.s2 

On the eve of the trial a packet of poisoned chocolates had 
been sent to one of the accused, Willy Gunther, in prison. The 
public prosecutor, in the statement which he issued, made it 
clear why: for fear that 'those who stood behind the murderers 
of Foreign Minister Rathenau would be betrayed by the evi
dence which Gunther would be giving at the triaJ•.ss How far 
these people can be identified with the leaders of the young Nazi 
party remains uncertain, but we know what Goebbels wrote 

32. K. Brammer, Das politische Ergebnis des Ratlrenau-Prozesses, Berlin, 
1922, pp. 26-9. The book contains a shorthand record of parts of the trial. 

33. ibid., p. 42. 
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to Techow while the latter was serving his sentence of hard 
labour: 

.. . the nationalist camp stands by you without any reservations 
whatsoever. This too shows the difference between true nationalists 
and 'bourgeois' patriots, who only stand by a man when it is safe 
to do so and it does not offend against the canons of bourgeois 
propriety. 

And again: 

I want to shake your hand - it is an inner need for me- and, as 
I am not allowed to acknowledge your deed, I want to join you 
and your comrades as a man, as a German, as a young, conscious 
activist, who believes in Germany's resurrection - in spite of 
everything!u 

Certainly the assassination of R athenau as an Elder of Zion 
foreshadowed the lunatic era when the Protocols would be 
proclaimed as ultimate truth by the government of a great 
European nation . Certain words spoken by the judge in his 
summing-up were to take on, retrospectively, a depth of mean
ing which few would have attributed to them in 1922: 

Behind the murderers and their accomplices the chief culprit, 
irresponsible, fanatical antisemitism, lifts its face, distorted with 
hatred - antisemitism, which reviles the Jew as such, irrespective 
of the individual, with all those means o f calumny of which that 
vulgar libel, the Protocols of the Elders of Zion, is an example; and 
in this way sows in confused and immature minds the urge to 
murder. May the sacrificial death of Rathcnau, who well knew to 
what dangers be was exposing himself when be took up his office; 
may the insight which this trial has brought concerning the conse
quences of unscrupulous incitement . . . serve to purify the infected 
air of Germany and to lead Germany, now sinking in mortal sick
ness in this moral barbarism, towards its cure.u 

The assassination did indeed act for a time as a salutary 
shock. A law was introduced for the protection of the Repub
lic, and under its provisions various obscure publicists were 

34. E. Tecbow, Gemeiner M6rder ?l, Leipzig, 1933, p. 31. 
3S. K. Brammer, op. cit., p. 14. 
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prosecuted for continuing to assert that Ratbenau bad been 
an Elder of Zion. The Defensive and Offensive Alliance was 
banned. Ludendorff took fright and in an article in a London 
newspaper accused the Communists of the murder. Muller 
von Hausen for his part tried at first to justify the murder by 
repeating the story of the frieze, but he quickly withdrew it 
when he was sued by Rathenau's mother. And then, from 1924 
onwards, the situation in Germany began to change in such a 
way that even the most fanatical could hardly say just what 
harm the Elders were doing. A new and more moderate 
reparations agreement was negotiated, allied troops withdrew 
from G erman territory, and in 1926 Germany was received by 
unanimous vote into the League of Nations. As a result the 
wave of right-wing extremism ebbed all over G ermany. It 
was a bad time for the Protocols - but it was not to last. 




