


1nore than explains the $1 increase 
in price I 

Dear Readers : 
I would like to express my deep 

appreciation for the magnificent re
sponse given to the article: "Dia
netics: The Evolution Of A Sci
ence." 

Over two thousand letters arrived 
in the offices of this n1agazine and 
Hermitage House in New York, the 
publishers of the handbook. As the 
letters are still arriving, as this is 
.written, at the rate of more than 
two hundred per day, I cannot say 
with accuracy what the total re
sponse will be. Less than fifteen of 
these letters were adversely critical 
and only three were thoroughly 
Hagin" dianetics ; in that one of the 
three waS< fron1 a young gentlen1an 
who was on the verge of receiving 
liis master's degree in psychology, 
the bitterness of the letter is easy to 
understand and one is rather moved 
to feel sympathy ·with the writer. A 
score of two thousand in favor to 
three against rather tends to swal
low up the opposition and to carry 
out a principle I have often noted, 
that the wild protests against dia
netics forecast by some of its sup
porters fails to tnaterialize as soon 
as an accurate knowledge of it is 
communicated. 

The pu Llication of the article 
seems to have saved several lives. 
And it has gained very consideraLle 
report for the new science. Over 
fifty n1edical doctors- and psychia
trists wrote letters couched in tern1s 
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of high apprqval. Not one single in· 
dividual whose profession was inti· 
mately connected with mental work 
and who was experienced with it 
found fault with dianetics ; indeed, it 
seems that those who best under
stand through professional work the 
problems of the mind are those who 
most readily grasp and accept dia
netics. The role call of professionals 
intensely interested in dianetics now 
contains some of the most pron1inent 
authorities on the mind in the United 
States. · 

The enthusiasm of response has 
8een n1ost gratifying. Dianetics 
seems to have taken off like several 
V -2 rockets in a bundle but, we hope, 
with a more constructive purpose. 

It would be quite beyond n1e as a 
matter of sheer labor to answer the 
many queries on ·specific points 
which were contained in son1e of the 
letters. No point advanced in any 
of these letters is not covered in the 
handbook. The article was, of .neces
sity, brief and sketchy in spots. In 
the 180,000 words of the handbook 
adequate coverage is given to all 
points. Of course smne of the letters 
were answered because they had an 
en1ergency status. Example : I atn 
contemplating suicide, can dianetics 
help me? Example: I have for some 
time considered the cotnmission of a 
murder, v.rhat can dianetics do for 
me that will n1ake it unnecessary? 
Example: rvf y baby is about to be 
born, what can I do to make the 
birth easier? Dianetics can help in 
each case, certainly. 

One reader comn1ented that while 
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the article changed things for him 
radi~ally, buses still ran and Time 
had not mentioned it. Actually Time 
will shor tly devote space to dianetics 
as has Pathfinder. This magazine, 
Astounding SCIENCE FICTION, 
got what the newspapermen call a 
"beat." Few national publications, in 
the next few months, will not carry 

·stories oil clianetics, space having 
been arranged for by then1 in the 
past tv.·o months. No national pub
licity beyond a science item in Path
finder and the article in Astounding 
has been released as of this writing. 

Several readers seemed to be in-
\ 

terested in how dianetics stood in 
relationship to God and the Infinite 
Mind. Some assumed that it proved 
Man's spirituality, son1e assumed 
that it disproved it. Dianetics is in 
the same position as physics in rela
tion to God and the Infinite Mind. 
While it may make a clear view of 
this problem possible, it does not in 
any way pretend to ei.ther deny a 
man a soul or to endow him with 
one. \Vhatever my personal opin
ions are on this tnatter have no place 
in dianetics for dianetics does not 
depend upon opinion, neither mine 
nor the opinion of some authority 
on · religion or tnysticism. Dianetics 
is constructed to be used and to be 
used by anyone in any frame of ref
erence. I t should not become a bone 
of contention as to what it proves or 
disproves in fields which it is not try
ing to enter. 

A general query contained both 
in the letters and conversations I 
have had lately with various readers 
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of this magazine, has to do with how 
one overcotnes opposition to dia
netics on the part of one's friends. 
Evidently many individuals have at
tenlpted to communicate dianetics to 
others \vho, knowing nothing about 
it, have simply refused to receive 
_any knowledge of it, primarily on the 
grounds that the problem of the hu
man mind is terribly complicated and 
cannot be solved and that, therefore, 
it ig of no use to listen to any pos
sible solution. 

Apropos of this matter, let us take 
the case of a writer for this maga
zine who, ten months ago, elected · 
hin1self a violent opponent of dia
netics. No release of its tenets had 
been n1ade and he knew nothing 
whatever about it. But he was op
posed to it. Four months later he 
engaged in violent argument with a 
medical doctor who was supporting 
dianetics. Four months after that he 
was savage in his denouncement of 
dianetics. nut in mid-flight the iso
lated datun1 came home to him that 
a ringing in the ears was a psycho
somatic condition. Immediately he 
stopped resistance long enough to 
ask what ·would cause the three
thousand cycle note. He was told 
that it was possibly a quinine abor:. 

· tion attempt with his mother saying 
"It just won't stop. 11 y ears go on 
ringing and ringing and ringing un
til I'm almost crazy." A few hours 
after that he was on the phone beg
ging for some data about dianetic 
therapy. In short, opposition gen
erally comes from a complete ignor
ance of the subject and an unwill-
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ingness to inspect it. Further, oppo
sition to dianetics breaks down in
stantly when the opposer realizes 
that he hitnself, personally, has a 
stake in it. After that the opposition 
vanishes. 

Some of the auditors here have 
developed a method of "selling dia
netics" which they term "showing 
yard goods." They do not try to sell 
it at all but if a person is interested 
they will answer his questions. Dia
netics actually doesn't have to be 
sold. The psychology professor who 
was reported by one reader to have 
used his entire hour in scathing· 
denunciation of that "trash'' knew 
nothing about dianetics, had made 
no tests, had read no data or axioms 
and was generally uninformed about 
the subject. If that professor were 
to qualify as a scientist, he would 
have to lay aside such extren1e emo
tionalism, for s~ience is a matter of 
facts, not of opinions. The reader re
porting it, evidently one of the stu
dents, was rendered extremely curi
ous as to just what direction that 
professor's aberrations were taking 
him. Nevertheless, if the tnan were 
to be given data on dianetics and 
persuaded into a cool survey of 
them, it is certain. that his attitude 
would alter for dianetics shapes up 
in the form of laboratory tests as 
prettily as you please and is, indeed, 
the experimental system the psy
chologist needed in order to qualify 
hitnself as an exact scientist and to 
render hitn imn1une frotn the brick-
bats which are continually being 
pitched at him by the physical scien-
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tist ; dianetics places the psychologist 
in a very firm position for he can 
prove that what he is working upon 
has great value and ~as, additionally, 
precision in its results. Using dia
netics, the psychologist is safe from 
such a bon1bast as he was given in 
the recent book, HScience Is A 
Sacred Cow." Dianetics is on his 
side. If he or anyone else wants to 
attack it, that's a God-given right; 
if anyone wants to use it or needs it, 
he will see it. 

Almost all opposition to dianetics 
comes from ignorance of it and folds 
up-except when one is dealing with 
a truly moronic mind or a psychotic 
-the moment the details and evi
dences of the science are surveyed. 

It is to be retnembered, too, that 
many individuals have a stake in past 
methods and theories relating to the 
n1ind and that such individuals see 
in dianetics an economic threat or a 
threat to personal prestige. One must 
be able to appreciate and understand 
this. U sualiy the size of the stake and 
the damage dianetics will do to 
somebody's pay check are both fan
tasies. Personally I have n1et very 
few such people but when I have in a 
few days or a few months they have 
responded favorably. Remember 
that son1e n1inds are not as swift in 
grasping things as others, and ~hat 
some minds are so engrossed in per
sonal pre~tige and economics that 
they do not see benefit in anything 
which will not serve these fixations. 

The very best method of convinc
ing anyone about dianetics is to let 
him ease down his own time track 
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and discover a few things. In other 
words,- give hin1 what we call a 
"short run" in therapy. It can't hurt 
him. It usually predisposes him to a 
pleased wonder about this new hori
zon and even enthusiastic participa
tion in dianetics. 

Above all, don't worry about 
whether people accept dianetics or 
not. A n1ajority opinion does not 
necessarily establish the truth of any
thing; for instance, the fact that the 
enlightened of Shakespeare's time 
n1ay have believed in ghosts did not 
prove that ghosts existed. Individual 
opinion is valid only after observa
tion of something. If a man won't 
observe, forget hin1. 

A strange thing is happening and 
will continue to happen. There is a di- . 
rect ratio between the brilliance of a 
n1ind and its ability to understand and 
work dianetics-we have proven that 
continually; a person highly success
ful, for instance, in the field of psy
choanalysis can be counted upon to 
grasp dianetiq; quickly-the second 
rater, whose practice is unsuccessful, 
whose security is already small, n1ay 
have difficulty it1 understanding dia
netics and even be savage about it. 
Out of this comes whatever we do or 
tnight wish to do to prevent it, an 
aristocracy of the n1ind. P eople who 
are bright and have a high dy
nan1ic, understanding and undergo
ing "clearing," will become brighter 
and will have a higher dynan1ic. 
There will be n1any of these. But 
they will have to carry, on their own 
energy, so to speak, those that they 
wish to benefit. Below this will be 
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the persons whose insanity or crimi- · 
nality has made them a menace to 
society -and who will be given a re
lease in dianetics at state cost and 
those persons who have money 
enough to buy a release or a clear
expensive when not done in teams 
as no good professional practitioner 
would work for less than $15.00 an 
hour and usually charge more. On a 
lower strata there will be those who, 
for various reasons, do not under
take clearing and for whmn no clear
ing is done. A wide gulf is thereby 
established. On the adage that them 
as has gits, one sees with some sad
ness th~t n1ore than three quarters 
of the worl~'s population will become 
subject to the ren1aining quarter as 
a natural consequence and about 
which we can do exactly nothing. 
The saving part of this is that the 
good will of the upper quarter will 
inhibit their exploitation of the less 
fortunate. 

So if your friend or relative turns 
his back on dianetics and refuses to 
in_spect it even after you have done 
your best to explain it, don•t be dis
heartened. That you see it and can 
use it has not injured hi\n in any 
way. The loss is definitely hi~, not 
yours. 

A further word. 1VIany of you will 
have the book at the time you read 
this. I call your attention to the fact 
that so long as you use standard 
technique without diluting it with 
hypnosis or drugs or sotne precon
ception, you are utterly and entirely 
safe, your patient is safe and nothing 
whatever can happen that will injure 
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anyone. A long, long series of experi
ments has detnonstrated this. Any 
. case is better opened than left closed, 
even when the author is entirely un
skilled. So feel no apprehensions 
about what you might do or what is 
being done to you, just keep fol
lowing the rules as closely as you 
can. 

We are opening a.n institute for 
training professional auditors be-

, cause • so tnany psychiatrists and 
psychoanalysts and medical doctors 
have· expressed a desire for special 
training. Probably institutes will be 

· opened in various parts of the coun
. try as soon as we get around to it. 

A foundation has been formed for 
the control of such institutes-and 

· the proceeds of the handbook, by the 
· way, have been given, in their en
tirety to the foundation-and it is 
only a question of tin1e before one 

. will be in your neighborhood if all 
· goes well. I-Iowever, this should not 
inhibit your practicing as per the 

· handbook in any way nor even prac
ticing professionally if you will. 

Please accept my thanks, again, 
for your blazing reception of dia
netics, for your compliments and 

. congratulations. They amply .reward 
a score of years of hard labor.
L . Ron Hubbard. 

It ta!?es a long ti1ne to read f'WO 

thousand letters; Hu bbard and I 
cannot answer the11t all. It's physi
cally i1npossible. To the experi-
1nenJal psychologists, I would like 
to add one point: psychology holds 
nonnality and insanity differ in 
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degree, not in kind. Tlten all data 
on human behavior so far col
lected 1nust be considered unreli
able, since it is necessarily data 
on how nt.an-with-aberrations be
haves, not data on ho'w 'man-him
self behaves. It is lil~e the data a 
cheHtist might report on behavior 
of a co·mpound containing varying 
a1nount s of varying and unknown 
i1npurities. The chemist's first 
task is to free his n1,aterial of im-

!, • purities ,· only then can he collect 
valid data. 

Dear l\.1r. Campbell: 
This is, truly astounding, Dia

netics! 
One sunny afternoon at seven 

thousand feet in the flak-shredded 
air over Dieppe, I looked over my 
left shoulder across two hundred 
yards of open space and watched the 
dancing devils of flame spurt from 

·the leading edge of the wings of an 
FW-190, knowing that each flash 
might well be my last itnpression in 
this life as I busied n1yself with the 
mechanics of getting out of the line 
of fire in my little Spitfire. 

And on another sunny morning 
in French J\1orocco, I "drove" ·n1y 
P-39 over the brow of a low hill at 
roughly three hundred miles per 
hour and dipped its nose to find an 
unmapped hi-tension line directly in 
my path, to feel the hot breath of 
Hell in the shock and flash that fol
lowed, and to wonder-seriously-if 
I had lived through the experience, 
even as I did so. 

I've weaved and dodged the 
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